
Friends of Attenborough’s Fields (FOAF) were formed in 1994 as a 
response to the threat of Attenborough’s Fields becoming yet another 
golf course. With the support of the local community this threat to 
this rural land was withdrawn.

Access has been maintained for all to enjoy. Improvements have been 
made to the entrances with kissing gates replacing stiles, after 20 years 
of hard service some of these kissing gates are now being replaced. 
Improvements to the entrance surfaces have been made although not 
always totally successful due to the frequent waterlogging and heavy 
horses.

A number of benches and seats have been installed in memory of local 
people.

We have planted thousands of trees and hedge plants in the spinneys 
found in the field corners and along the old field boundaries, now 
some of these trees are ready for management and we have started 
coppicing in the spinneys to encourage new dense re-growth from the 
ground. Many of the young oak trees planted to eventually replace 
mature specimens have been propagated from acorns from these 
trees.

The ponds in the fields are now more numerous and in better 
condition, however ponds need frequent attention to prevent the 
being lost to willow scrub and eventually becoming heavily shaded and 
ultimately drying up.

We have tried to encourage local species with the provision of bird 
and bat boxes, including 3 for one of the key local species, the Little 
owl.

The group continue to work with the Woodland Trust who own and 
manage the neighbouring Merry Hill reserve.

Managing the fields will continue, and with the support of the 
landowner, Hertfordshire County Council, FOAF continue to run 
monthly work parties on the first Sunday morning of every month, if 
you're interested in joining us please ring Robert Hopkins on 01923 
241002 for further details, or you can join the group as a member for 
the princely sum of £3 per annum.


